
 



 



 



 



 

 

 

5. What did the Rochester team learn from their study? 

a. A majority of Americans watch more than 3 hours of television a day. 

b. Most Americans don’t use energy efficient televisions. 

c. Most electricity in American households power appliances other than televisions. 

d. The smaller group of heavy television-watchers use a lot of TV-energy. 

 

6. How does using less electricity help the environment? 

a. A lot of electricity comes from burning fossil fuels, which releases pollutants. 

b. Electricity is responsible for a lot of light pollution, which affects plants and animals. 

c. Using less electricity indoors means that you spend more time outside in the environment. 

d. The power plants that produce electricity take up a lot of space in the environment. 

 

7. How can companies encourage energy-efficiency? 

a. by only selling televisions that are energy-efficient to consumers 

b. by giving consumers special discounts when they buy energy-efficient televisions 

c. by charging people more for televisions that aren’t energy-efficient 

d. by showing consumers how much they could save financially by being energy-efficient 

 

8. People can help themselves and the environment by… 

a. only watching TV at times when electricity is less expensive. 

b. watching less TV and thinking about activities they do that use energy. 

c. not using any products or services that run on electricity. 

d. asking companies to provide them with more energy-efficient options. 

 

9. What is the relationship between watching television and global warning? Use details from the text in your response? 
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Answer Key: 

 

1. D 

2. B 

3. C 

4. C 

5. D 

6. A 

7. D 

8. B 

9. Answers will vary: students should discuss how it takes energy to power televisions, 

energy that comes from burning fossil fuels and releasing pollutants. In the text, the 

author emphasizes how much energy it takes to watch television, specifically for those 

that watch a lot of television; for instance, “the 14 percent in that heavy-viewing group 

– ‘is responsible for a third of the total TV-energy use’ says Ashok Sekar” (Paragraph 7). 

Additionally, the author goes into detail about the types of gases released when fossil 

fuels are burned to make electricity, stating, “Among other things, these fossil-fueled 

plants emit carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases” (Paragraph 11). When too 

many greenhouse gases are introduced into the environment, the Earth gets too warm 

(Paragraph 11). The author shows how cutting down on the amount of energy we use, 

particularly the energy used to power televisions, can help the environment because 

“lowering electricity use can cut down on the pollution that helps drive global warming” 

(Paragraph 11). In all, powering televisions contributes to global warming because of the 

pollutants that are released when electricity is produced through burning fossil fuels. 


